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 Introduction 

1. It is important to ensure that appropriate infrastructure is put in place to 
support new development.  National government directs local planning 
authorities to identify and coordinate development requirements in their area, 
including the provision of necessary infrastructure.  

2. This Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) is a supporting document to the 
adopted South Oxfordshire Core Strategy.  The IDP draws together 
information on infrastructure priorities in the district and provides an overview 
of current funding and delivery arrangements for the key projects identified.  
This update provides the latest information we have from infrastructure 
providers infrastructure requirements to support the Core Strategy 
development.   

3. Since the adoption of the South Oxfordshire Core Strategy1, an Oxfordshire 
Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) has been prepared jointly by 
all the local authorities in Oxfordshire.  The SHMA identifies a higher overall 
need for housing development in all the authorities in Oxfordshire (over the 
plan period of 2011-31).   

4. We are currently in the process of preparing a new South Oxfordshire Local 
Plan 2031, which will look ahead to 2031 and consider the additional 
requirement for housing and other forms of development arising from the 
SHMA.  The new plan is expect to reach the preferred options stage by the 
summer of 2015 and fully adopted by the beginning of 2017.  The IDP will be 
review after the preferred options stage to reflect growth envisaged in the 
emerging plan. 

5. The IDP is not intended to be a comprehensive list for community projects or 
a “shopping list” for developer contributions, nor is it a way of capturing every 
project being planned by the Council and its partners.  It recognises there are 
other plans and strategies that exist which provides more detail about what 
and how these elements of infrastructure will be delivered.   

6. This document does not set Council policy.  It provides information on the 
infrastructure needed to support development in the district.  Information 
within this document will be superseded if more up to date information 
becomes available to the Council.  This update covers the period from April 
2014 to March 2027.   

7. To supplement current funding arrangements towards infrastructure provision, 
the Council is progressing on a Community Infrastructure Levy charge for the 
district.  Relevant information gathered in this document will be used to 
support the preparation and implementation of a Community Infrastructure 
Levy charge in the district.   

 

 Meaning of Infrastructure 

8. For the purpose of this document, infrastructure generally refers to capital 
projects that are necessary for the sustainable delivery of new developments 
in the area.  These would be strategic in nature and does not cover site 
specific provisions or general contributions required through policy in the Core 
Strategy. 

                                                 
1 South Oxfordshire Core Strategy, Dec 2012, SODC 
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9. This document sits alongside South Oxfordshire’s Planning Obligations 
Supplementary Planning Document2 and Delivering Infrastructure Strategy3, 
which sets out the Council’s approach towards developer contributions in the 
district, including the use of section 106 agreements and its arrangement 
alongside the Community Infrastructure Levy charge once it is adopted. 

 

 Approach to Assessment 

10. The IDP is a product of ongoing engagement between the Council and 
relevant partners and providers in the district.  Information within this 
document is based on growth identified through the Council’s 2013 housing 
trajectory4 (including known windfall developments since adoption and future 
allocations to larger villages).   

11. This update of the IDP was prepared alongside Vale of White Horse District 
Council’s emerging Local Plan and its infrastructure planning evidence.  A 
Science Vale Joint Projects Team has been set up to ensure projects with 
cross boundary implications are recognised and their future delivery planned 
for, in particular infrastructure priorities for the joint Science Vale Oxford area.   

12. Information regarding infrastructure projects and their delivery arrangements 
are set out in the tables at the back of this document (Appendix A).  Where 
known, estimated cost, responsibilities for delivery and current funding 
arrangements have been identified for the projects.  The timing of 
infrastructure requirements often relates to the rate of new home occupancy.  
Using information from the latest housing trajectory, projects that are required 
immediately to support development have also been identified (i.e. new 
infrastructure projects required alongside or commencement of development 
in the area prior to March 2019).   

 

 Summary 

13. To deliver the required infrastructure projects over the period 2014-27, the 
South Oxfordshire district has total infrastructure cost of around £329.2 million 
and an aggregated funding gap in excess of £248.8 million  

14. Supplementary funding streams are currently being investigated by the 
Council and its partners, in particular the funding and delivery of strategic 
transport projects.  This includes the use of business rates and varies grants 
and loans made available by the government. However it is understood 
majority of the identified “remaining funding gap” are expect to be forward 
funded and secured through developer contributions.  It should be noted 
some of the projects identified (within the Science Vale locality) would be 
jointly funded and delivered by developments within both South Oxfordshire 
and Vale of White Horse district areas.  

                                                 
2 Section 106 Planning Obligations Supplementary Planning Document, 2014, SODC 
3 Delivering Infrastructure Strategy, 2014, SODC 
4 Assessment of five year supply of deliverable sites 2013, SODC 
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